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secular performance It is to be noted that tea became something
more than an idealized form of taking refreshment, it grew to be a
means by which purity and refinement could be worshipped
The tea room (suki/a) consists of the tea room proper, designed
to accommodate not more than five persons, a number suggestive of
the saying more than the Graces and less than Muses , an ante
room (mizuya), where the tea utensils are washed and arranged be
fore being brought in , a portico (yontsuki) in which the guests
wait until they receive the summons to enter the tea room , and
a garden path (roji), which connects the portico with the tearoom
The tearoom proper is generally nine feet square, with a special
entrance for the host and another for the guests, the latter being so
small that they have to creep in, high and low alike This is intended
to inculcate humility In nearly all cases the uninitiated will be dis
appointed with the unimpressive appearance of the exterior and in
tenor of the tea room Its simplicity and purity are in emulation of
the Zen monastery and are intended to make it a sanctuary from the
vexations of the outer world The room takes four and a half mats
(tatami), the half mat filling the space in the centre of the room, and
at one corner of this half mat a square hearth is fitted into the floor,
so as to form a brazier, on which is placed an iron kettle By the
hearth sits the host with all the utensils for making the tea at his
side These consist of the tea bowl (chawan), tea-caddy (cha ire),
tea whisk (cha sen), bamboo spoon (cha shaku), etc These articles,
which the guests are privileged to inspect closely after tea is served,
are, as a rule, valuable objects of art
There are many ways of holding the tea ceremony according to
different occasions and seasons and also according to the school to
which the host belongs, each school having utensils of a different
pattern Powered tea is often served informally without invitation,
and the host may or may not provide a meal Among the many
schools of the tea ceremony now in existence, l^ra senke, Omote
senke, and Yabunouchi are the most popular Below is given a